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Figure 4 Growth and decay of the Cordilleran Ice Sheet.

A. Mountain area at the beginning of a
glacialion. B. Development of a network of valley
glaciers. C. Coalescence of valley and piedmont
lobes to form an ice sheet. D. Decay of ice
sheet by downwasting; upland areas are
deglacialed before adjacent valleys. E. Residual
dead ice masses confined lo valleys

Glacial periods in the Casadian Rockics

Event Began Ended
Cavell advance ("Little Ice Age”) 1200 AD. (730 BP*) 1900 A.D. (50 BF)
Hypsithermal (warm period)** 8700 BP 4000-3000 BP
Crowfoot advance After 11,000 BP Belorc 9000 BP
Late Wisconsinan advance 20,000 BP 11.000 BP

rly Wisconsinan agvance 75,000 BP 64,000 BP
Winoian (Great Glaciation) 240,000 BP 128,000 BP
Early Pleistocenc advances began worldwide at about 1.87 Ma
Misinchinka tillite (?) may show glaciation around 730 Ma
“BF is the Quaternary geologist's abbreviation For "Before the Present,” defined

& the year 1950,
*Two peaks in temperature: 8100 BP and 5990 BP.

Approximate

Late Wisconsinan Limits
£ Laurentide Limit

ordilleran Limit

~ Flow Direction
=== Mountain Front
o 0
—_—
-

tmonat Fam—e oy

Figure 2. Possible Late Wisconsinan limits, Alberta ond
northeastern British Columbia (modified of ter Rutter, 1980},
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